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tion behind him. He deserted Pitt in 1755, on bein?
offered a seat in the cabinet; and as paymaster of the
forces vastly enriched himself at the country's expense,
He turned upon his old friend Newcastle, and in 1763
was proclaimed the 'public defaulter of unaccounted
millions' in a petition from the City of London. For
Churchill he becomes a convenient antithesis to the
pure-minded Wilkes:
What if ten thousand Butes and Hollands bawl ?
One Wilkes hath made a large amends for all.
(The Conference.)
Yet, granting that Wilkes had not the high moral out-
look of a Kingsley or a James Douglas, Churchill is to
be commended for supporting him against this squalid
collection of Lords. Wilkes and Churchill had certainly
been members of the Hell Fire Club, along with Sand-
wich, Dashwood, and Bubb Dodington; but the char-
acters of the former two were superior. From the
account given in Johnston's Chrysal it appears that
Wilkes was disposed to make fun of the obscene mys-
teries at Medmenham, having upon one occasion loosed
a baboon upon the initiates; and Churchill satirised
them in The Candidate, where he also alludes, as else-
where he does frequently, to Paul Whitehead, denounc-
ing him this time as the miserable parasite of Dashwood.
Wilkes and Churchill had in them sufficient of the stuff
of nobility to stand defiantly aloof; and when Sandwich
took part in the persecution of Wilkes, Churchill
trounced him soundly (v. The Candidate). Paul White-
head was 'kept' as a tame satirist by Dashwood, famed
for his cider-tax and other financial fatuities.